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CREST FIRE SAFE COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
https://www.crestfsc.com/
September – October 2026


Keeping Crest safe starts with all of us. Check out the updates on clean-up events, grant deadlines, and free resources to harden your home against wildfire.

Keeping Crest Fire Safe Starts With You!
Wildfire preparedness is a year-round effort. Read below for upcoming events, free wildfire mitigation programs, grant opportunities, and ways you can help keep Crest a safe and resilient community.

📅 Upcoming Events
October 3 – Crest Community Clean-Up Day
Join us for our final community clean-up event of the year at Crest School starting @ 8 a.m. until 11 a.m. or bins are full.
October 21 – Crest Fire Safe Council Community Meeting
Join us at the Crest Community Association Clubhouse (113 N. Park Drive) with San Miguel Fire & Rescue for community updates, wildfire preparedness information, and upcoming programs.
October/November – FREE Curbside Chipping
Registration opens this fall for our next curbside chipping event. Watch your email, social media, and the CFSC website for application details.

🔥 Plan Ahead for 2027 Sunrise Powerlink Fire Mitigation Grants
Now is the perfect time to begin planning home hardening and defensible space projects for next year.  DO NOT INCUR ANY EXPENSES UNTIL 2027 WHEN GRANT IS ANNOUNCED
The Sunrise Powerlink Fire Mitigation Grant Program is expected to reopen early January 2027, offering reimbursement funding for eligible wildfire mitigation improvements.  Watch your mailbox for application information or contact the Grants Program at 619-722-7512.

🏫 Crest Receives Third SAFE Grant
The Crest Fire Safe Council has been awarded its third SAFE Grant through the San Diego Fire Foundation and San Diego River Conservancy.
The 2026–2027 grant will:
· Provide wildfire education to more than 260 Crest School students in partnership with San Miguel Fire & Rescue.  Teach students about defensible space, home hardening, evacuation planning, and emergency preparedness.  Launch a student wildfire safety art contest to encourage family discussions about wildfire preparedness.
· Install a new weatherproof community bulletin board at the Crest Clubhouse.
· Help fund a community document shredding event in early 2027 to reduce combustible paper materials while securely disposing of sensitive documents.

🏠 FREE Home Assessments & Defensible Space Assistance
Crest has been selected as a priority community for two FREE wildfire mitigation programs offered through the Fire Safe Council of San Diego County.
Residents can apply for:
• Home Assessment Program (HAP)
• Defensible Space Assistance Program (DSAP)
Apply at  https://firesafesdcounty.org/hap/
Need assistance with the application? Email queenieglass@gmail.com


🛡️ Crest Continues as a Firewise USA® Community
Crest proudly maintains its Firewise USA® designation, demonstrating our community's commitment to wildfire preparedness.
Residents are encouraged to record annual wildfire mitigation work and volunteer hours to help maintain our certification. Participation may also support eligibility for homeowner insurance discounts.
Visit www.crestfsc.com/crest for reporting information.

🏡 Crest Recognized as a Fire Risk Reduction Community
Effective July 1, 2026, the San Miguel Consolidated Fire Protection District has been added to California's Fire Risk Reduction Community List.
This designation recognizes communities actively reducing wildfire risk and may qualify residents and businesses for insurance discounts.
Contact your insurance provider to learn whether your property is eligible. The official State Board of Forestry resolution is available at www.crestfsc.com/documents

🌿 Free Vegetation Reduction Programs
Community Clean-Up Days
Thanks to funding from the Sunrise Powerlink Community Grant, CFSC is hosting three community clean-up events in 2026.  The March and July events served 95 households, removing over 23 tons of green waste and debris.
Our final clean-up day is October 3.
FREE Curbside Chipping
Through CAL FIRE's three-year grant, Crest is one of only two San Diego County communities selected to receive annual curbside chipping services through 2028.  This year, two events have already served 52 residents, processing approximately 80 cubic yards of vegetation.
The next event is planned for October or early November.
Roadside Vegetation Clearing
The Resource Conservation District provided FREE roadside brush and dead tree removal (up to 20 feet from participating roadways) for 24 Crest residents in July/August.


🚨 Emergency Preparedness Resources

[image: 🚩]New Tool to Check if Your Address is Under a Red Flag Warning[image: 🚩]
When a Red Flag Warning is issued in your area, it can be hard to quickly find out whether it covers your specific street. https://redflag-check.info/ gives you an answer in seconds. Type any California address and get one of four plain-English answers: you're inside the red flag warning zone, you’re downwind of a red flag warning, you’re adjacent to a red flag warning, or you’re clear for tonight. The tool uses live National Weather Service data to cross-reference the address/location you provide with the actual red flag warning boundary shown on a map.
The tool also pulls background fire-risk data from Pyrecast, the same wildfire modeling platform fire professionals use, showing fuel type and how many structures sit in a fire's modeled path near your address.

Free, no account required, and open source. Able to be used on mobile devices as well on a computer.
This tool provides an incredibly helpful straightforward answer that can inform the next steps you take to prepare for a potential wildfire.
Try it out for yourself: https://redflag-check.info/

Reflective Address Markers
Approximately 20 reflective address marker kits remain available. Each includes a reflective sign and 4-foot metal T-post to improve emergency response.
Request yours at www.crestfsc.com/documents.



Know Your Evacuation Routes
Download your neighborhood P.A.C.E. (Primary, Alternate, Contingency, Emergency) evacuation map at:
www.crestfsc.com/evacuation-info

KnoxBox Emergency Gate Access
If your home has an automatic gate, ensure emergency responders can access your property.
Visit www.sanmiguelfire.gov/knoxbox or email queenieglass@gmail.com for assistance.

Wildfire Education Resources
Visit www.crestfsc.com/resources-1 and www.crestfsc.com/helpful-links for wildfire preparedness presentations, insurance information, home hardening resources, and expert guidance.

One Call Now Emergency Notifications
Help ensure you receive emergency notifications by keeping your phone number and email current.
Update your information at www.crestfsc.com/about-contact
CFSC is also exploring future text message and WhatsApp notification options to improve community communications.

Together We Make Crest More Fire Safe
Every hour of vegetation clearing, every home hardened, every preparedness meeting attended, and every neighbor informed helps make Crest a safer, more resilient community.
Thank you for doing your part!
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