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CREST FIRE SAFE COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
https://www.crestfsc.com/
July -August 2026


Keeping Crest safe starts with all of us. Check out the updates on clean-up events, grant deadlines, and free resources to harden your home against wildfire.


📢 Upcoming Events & Meetings
Mark your calendars for these important community events. All meetings are held at the Crest Community Association (CCA) Clubhouse, 113 N. Park Drive, unless otherwise noted.
July 11 – Crest Community Clean-Up Day
The next community clean-up day will be held at Crest School. Residents who have registered may arrive between 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM for disposal services. Registration is required and available at: www.crestfsc.com/cleanup
July 14 – 6:00-7:00 PM – Wildfire Intel and Preparedness Zoom Workshop – must register @ https://firesafesdcounty.org/event/intel-to-action-virtual-workshop/ 
July 22, 6:00–7:00 PM – Crest Firewise Community Information Session
Join CFSC and CAL FIRE to learn about maintaining Crest's Firewise USA® status, wildfire preparedness, defensible space requirements, and steps residents can take to reduce wildfire risk around their homes.


🔥 Sunrise Powerlink Fire Mitigation Grants
Eligible homeowners may apply for reimbursement grants of up to $2,696.80 beginning January 2, 2026, to help meet California wildfire mitigation requirements.
Current funding opportunities include:
· Priority Ember-Resistant Vents
· Priority Zone Zero Improvements (0-5 feet around structures)
Examples of eligible projects include vegetation removal, replacement of combustible plants, and installation of fire-resistant materials around homes.
Application Deadline: August 14, 2026, at 5:00 PM
Questions: Contact the Grants Program at 619-722-7512.


🏫 Crest Fire Safe Council Receives Third SAFE Grant
The Crest Fire Safe Council has been awarded its third SAFE Grant from the San Diego Fire Foundation and the San Diego River Conservancy. Previous grants funded curbside chipping events, wildfire preparedness outreach, and the distribution of 200 free reflective address markers to help emergency responders quickly locate homes during emergencies.
The 2026 grant will support a new wildfire education partnership with San Miguel Fire & Rescue. More than 260 Crest School students will participate in interactive presentations focused on wildfire risk, defensible space, home hardening, evacuation planning, and emergency preparedness. Students will also participate in a fire safety art contest designed to reinforce wildfire safety messages and encourage discussions at home.
Additional grant-funded projects include the installation of a weatherproof outdoor community bulletin board at the Crest Clubhouse, providing residents with a central location for wildfire safety information, preparedness resources, and community announcements. The grant will also fund a free community document-shredding event later this year, helping residents securely dispose of sensitive documents while reducing combustible paper materials around their homes.



🏠 Free Home Assessments & Defensible Space Assistance
The Fire Safe Council of San Diego County has selected Crest as a priority area for its FREE Home Assessment Program (HAP) and Defensible Space Assistance Program (DSAP).
Residents can sign up directly at:
· firesafesdcounty.org/hap
· firesafesdcounty.org/dsap
These programs provide personalized recommendations to help homeowners improve wildfire resilience and maintain defensible space.

🛡️ Crest Remains a Firewise USA® Community
Crest is officially recognized as a Firewise USA® community. This designation helps demonstrate our commitment to wildfire preparedness and may qualify residents for homeowner insurance discounts.
Residents are encouraged to log their annual wildfire mitigation activities and yard work hours to help maintain Crest's certification.
Visit crestfsc.com/crest for information and reporting instructions.



As of July 1, 2026 – San Miguel Consolidated Fire Protection District has been included in the “RESOLUTION OF THE STATE BOARD OF FORESTRY & FIRE PROTECTION APPROVING THE FIRE RISK REDUCTION COMMUNITY LIST 2026”

This means residents/businesses in Crest should check with their insurance companies to see what discounts are available to them.
The official document is located on the Crest Fire Safe Council website - https://www.crestfsc.com/documents

Property Insurance - What is a “Fire Risk Reduction Community” and how does this designation apply to structures and buildings?
A private home, commercial building, or other type of structure that is located geographically within the serviced area, and under the jurisdiction of a local agency on the current FRRCL list is in a Fire Risk Reduction Community. For example, if a county is on the current List, all property that falls under the jurisdiction of that county would be in a Fire Risk Reduction Community. If a property owner is unsure if their property lies within the jurisdictional boundaries of a FRRCL agency they should contact their local agency directly to confirm.

• How is FRRCL connected to insurance?
The California Department of Insurance “Safer from Wildfires” regulations in Title 10, Section 2644.9(d), include Fire Risk Reduction Communities as a community-level mitigation designation, as shown below. The Safer from Wildfire regulations require insurers to use a rating plan that takes into account and reflects the reduced wildfire risk associated with community-level mitigation designations.
Title 10, Section 2644.9(d):
(d) Mandatory factors.
(1) No insurer shall use a rating plan that does not take into account and reflect the following mandatory factors:
(A) Community-level mitigation designations: The rating plan shall reflect, and the rate offered to the applicant or insured shall be based in part on, the reduced wildfire risk associated with each and every community-level mitigation designation listed below in this subdivision (d)(1)(A) that is applicable to the community in which the Building Being Evaluated is located. Community-level mitigation designations include:
1. Fire Risk Reduction Community listed by the Board of Forestry pursuant to Public Resources Code section 4290.1; and 2. Firewise USA Site in Good Standing.




🌿 Free Vegetation, Clean-Up & Chipping Programs

Sunrise Powerlink Community Grant
CFSC received funding for three community clean-up events in 2026.
The March event collected more than 15 tons of debris from 53 residents using four 40-cubic-yard bins.
Upcoming Clean-Up Days:
· July 11
· October 3

CAL FIRE Three-Year Chipping Grant
Crest was one of only two communities in San Diego County selected for this grant.
CFSC will host 10 curbside chipping events annually from 2026 through 2028. Two events have already been completed this year, serving 52 residents and processing approximately 80 cubic yards of vegetation.
The next curbside chipping event is planned for October or early November. Watch for registration information.

Roadside Vegetation Clearing Program
The Resource Conservation District (RCD) is providing FREE roadside brush and dead tree clearance up to 20 feet from roadways on participating properties.
Work is expected to begin in early July on approved roads throughout Crest. CFSC will begin identifying additional areas for participation in the 2027 program later this year.

🚨 Emergency Preparedness & Community Resources
Free Reflective Address Markers
Approximately 30 reflective address marker kits remain available. Each includes a reflective sign and a 4-foot green metal T-post.   Request yours at: crestfsc.com/documents

Evacuation Planning
Download your P.A.C.E. (Primary, Alternate, Contingency, Emergency) evacuation map at:
crestfsc.com/evacuation-info

KnoxBox Emergency Gate Access
Residents with automatic gates should ensure compliance with San Miguel Fire requirements for emergency access.
For information on approved emergency key switches or gate override systems, email: queenieglass@gmail.com

Educational Resources
CFSC continues to post wildfire preparedness presentations and educational resources on its website, including recent information from United Policyholders and the California Department of Insurance and wildfire science experts.
Visit:
· crestfsc.com/resources-1
· crestfsc.com/helpful-links

One Call Now Emergency Notifications
Please ensure your phone number and email address are current for emergency notifications.
Update your information at:
crestfsc.com/about-contact
CFSC is also exploring future text and WhatsApp notification options.
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